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    Abstract

        Teachers and administrators are role models for students, conveyors of tobacco prevention curricula, and key opinion leaders for school tobacco control policies. School teachers and administrators have daily interaction with students and thus represent an influential group for tobacco control. Data collected by the Global School Personnel Survey between 2000 and 2005 have shown that an alarming proportion of school personnel smoke cigarettes and use other forms of tobacco. At the regional level, current cigarette smoking is between 15% and 19% among school personnel included in this report around the world. The scarcity of tobacco-free schools and the high level of smoking on school grounds by school personnel reported in this study indicate how seriously school practice and staff actions undermine the educational messages and other prevention efforts to reduce adolescent smoking prevalence. However, the majority of school personnel in most sites strongly agreed that they should receive specific training to help students avoid or stop using tobacco.
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    Footnotes
	
            
            ↵* Data from GSPS conducted in 31 countries are included in this report. These countries, by Region, are Nigeria (AFRO); Dominica, Guyana, Mexico, Suriname, Uruguay (AMRO); Gaza Strip/West Bank, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia (EMRO); Belarus, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia (EURO); India, Nepal (SEARO); China, Malaysia, and Viet Nam (WPRO).
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