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    	Advocacy
	public policy

The purpose of the Official Information Act (OIA) in New Zealand is to facilitate the democratic process by promoting the accountability of government.1 Tobacco companies exploit freedom of information acts which make official information publicly available. For example, they disrupted and discredited tobacco control work with information gained from public records requests to the California Department of Health Services in the 1990s.2
We examined all OIA requests to the Ministry of Health (MoH) New Zealand, about tobacco control and smoke-free services from 2005 to August 2009 to determine their origin, content and the charges made for information. Internet searches … 
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