





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Anniversary
	Archive
	Authors
	Blog
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Anniversary
	Archive
	Authors
	Blog
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 23, Issue 3 
	Smoking while driving and public support for car smoking bans in Italy


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Research paper


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Smoking while driving and public support for car smoking bans in Italy
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jose M Martínez-Sánchez1,2,3, 
	Silvano Gallus4, 
	Alessandra Lugo4, 
	Esteve Fernández1,2,3, 
	Giovanni Invernizzi5,6, 
	Paolo Colombo7, 
	Roberta Pacifici8, 
	Carlo La Vecchia4,9

	
1Tobacco Control Unit, Cancer Prevention and Control Program, Institut Català d'Oncologia—ICO, L'Hospitalet de Llobregat, Barcelona, Spain

	
2Cancer Control and Prevention Group, Institut d'Investigació Biomèdica de Bellvitge-IDIBELL, L'Hospitalet de Llobregat, Barcelona, Spain

	
3Department of Clinical Sciences, Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain

	
4Department of Epidemiology, Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche “Mario Negri”, Milan, Italia

	
5Laboratorio per la ricerca sull'inquinamento da fumo passivo, Istituto nazionale dei tumori/SIMG-Società italiana di medicina generale, Milan, Italy

	
6ISDE Medici per l'ambiente, Sondrio, Italy

	
7Istituto DOXA, Gallup International Association, Milan, Italy

	
8Dipartimento del Farmaco, Istituto Superiore di Sanità, Rome, Italy

	
9Department of Clinical Sciences and Community Health, Università degli Studi di Milano, Milan, Italy


	Correspondence to Dr Silvano Gallus, Department of Epidemiology, Istituto di Ricerche Farmacologiche Mario Negri, Via G. La Masa 12, Milan 20156, Italy; silvano.gallus{at}marionegri.it




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract


Objective To analyse the prevalence and correlates of smoking in cars as well as attitudes towards the extension of smoking bans in private vehicles among Italian adults.




Methods We used data from two surveys conducted in 2011 and 2012 on an overall sample of 6167 individuals representative of the Italian population aged ≥15 years.




Results The prevalence of smoking while driving was 65.5% among adult smokers. There was a negative trend with age and a positive one with education level. Smoking while driving was more prevalent among men, heavy smokers and smokers who believe there is little or no increased risk of accidents from smoking while driving. Among smokers who smoke while driving, 20.9% smoke in cars carrying children. Overall, 79.6% of Italians (88.2% non-smokers and 48.8% current smokers) support a ban on smoking in cars, and 92.5% (95.0% non-smokers and 83.5% current smokers) support such a ban in cars carrying children.




Conclusions Despite the high percentage of smokers who smoke in private vehicles, the majority of the Italian population (including smokers) support the introduction of a smoking ban in cars, particularly in cars carrying children. Smoke-free laws should therefore be extended to private vehicles, particularly if they are carrying children. Moreover, warning labels on cigarette packages should include information on the increased risk of accidents when smoking while driving. Mass media campaigns should also consider targeting this topic.
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