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Figure 3 Adjusted percentage of
restaurants with smoking, by city, by
wave.

*Designated smoking rooms permitted;
designated non-smoking areas in
Yinchuan.

TRestaurants with 75+ seats or 150+
square metres.

Note: N sizes represent the average for
each city across the survey waves.

smokers across the cities in 2011-2012) was higher than
support for bans in restaurants (34-53%) and bars (24-44%);
however, support for complete smoking bans has increased over
time for all venues in each city. The percentage of smokers who
currently support smoke-free bars in China is even higher than
the level of support for smoke-free bars among smokers in
other countries, such as Ireland and France, before those coun-
tries implemented smoking bans.'* 27 Moreover, evidence from
these countries has shown that when smoke-free laws are prop-
erly implemented and enforced, they are highly successful as
well as strongly supported by the public; in fact, public support
for smoke-free laws tends to increase over time after the bans

Figure 4 Adjusted percentage of
smokers who support complete
smoking bans in restaurants, by city,
by wave.

*Designated smoking rooms permitted;
designated non-smoking areas in
Yinchuan.

TRestaurants with 75+ seats or 150+
square metres.

Note: N sizes represent the average for
each city across the survey waves.

are introduced.”?  '® However, it is not enough to simply
implement smoke-free legislation; implementation must go
along with adequate compliance as well as strong enforcement
of the law in order to be effective.” *

Some cities in China have recently begun to strengthen their
smoke-free policies. For example, Guangzhou, which was one
of the first cities in China to implement smoke-free legislation,
has a comprehensive ban in certain public places such as indoor
government offices, medical facilities, schools and public trans-
portation, as well as a ban on smoking in workplaces and in res-
taurants with air conditioning, which is a more stringent law
than any national level regulations,"> '® and the capital of
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Figure 5 Adjusted percentage of 100%
bars with smoking, by city, by wave. =
Note: N sizes represent the average for 96% | ChangshaN=297 |
each city across the survey waves. Z;: Kunming N=346
90% | Yinchuan N=288 |
843 Shanghai N=182
82% |Guangzhou N=250
0,
80% [79%| | Shenyang N=257
77% | Beijing N=182
70%
60%
50%

Wave 2

Oct 07 - Jan 08

Beijing recently passed the strongest smoke-free law in the
country by requiring 100% smoke-free indoor workplaces and
public places as of 1 June 2015.

The Chinese government has also demonstrated a promising
new level of commitment to smoke-free legislation since 2011. In
November 2014, China’s State Council issued a draft regulation
calling for a comprehensive smoking ban in public places, work-
places and public transport, paving the way for a strong national

Wave 3
May - Oct 09

Wave 4
Sep 11 - Nov 12

smoke-free law that aligns with the FCTC.*® Considering the
extremely high rates of exposure to tobacco smoke in China and
the proven benefits of comprehensive smoke-free legislation—
both to public health and to the economy—"" #° if China adopts
and fully enforces the proposed national legislation, this would
be an enormous step towards active engagement in tobacco
control and a sign that the world’s largest country is committed
to combating the world’s largest tobacco epidemic.

Figure 6 Adjusted percentage of 50%
smokers who support complete

smoking bans in bars, by city, by

wave.

Note: N sizes represent the average for 40%

Beijing N=646

Guangzhou N=698

each city across the survey waves.
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What this paper adds

» This study provides evidence that the existing local
smoke-free laws in China have had minimal impact on
reducing the amount of smoking in indoor public places.

» However, it is encouraging that small reductions in smoking
in restaurants and workplaces have been observed after
partial local-level smoking bans were implemented in several
cities. A comprehensive and strongly enforced national
smoking ban, as called for in the Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) Article 8 Guidelines, could achieve
much greater reductions in exposure to tobacco smoke and
would have a huge impact on public health.

» This study also demonstrates that smokers in China are ready
for a comprehensive ban on smoking in public places, as the
level of support for stronger smoke-free laws in restaurants,
workplaces and bars has increased over time and is already
higher than in other countries (eg, Ireland) prior to
implementation of their highly successful smoke-free laws.
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