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    I’m going to take off where Dr McGinnis left us to introduce this afternoon’s session. I think it was encouraging that he mentioned that tobacco dependence treatment was efficient and might possibly even be effective, and I think his sobering appraisal of effectiveness is a challenge that we should take, and a challenge we have to confront with data. We’ve been hearing about data this morning; we’re going to hear more data this afternoon on the effectiveness of treatment.
As a biomedical researcher in the Public Health Service, I’m really excited. I think that what we have in this area is a biomedical research triumph. A figure we should keep in mind is that, untreated, about 2.5% of smokers quit per year. That’s a very low baseline against anything else that we can do, and we can do a … 
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