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Tobacco-free oral nicotine pouches—sachets containing microcrystalline cellulose with nicotine salt, flavours, sweeteners and other additives placed in between the lip and gums—are increasingly marketed and sold in the USA.1 The most widely sold tobacco-free oral nicotine product in the USA is Zyn,1 made by Swedish Match. According to the company’s latest investor report,2 Zyn shipments grew by more than 40% from 2020 to 2021, with sales of individual cans increasing from 83.2 million cans in 2020 to 125.7 million cans in 2021.2

As of 9 December 2021, the US Zyn public website displayed an advertisement indicating two Zyn products are ‘flavour ban approved’ (figure 1). ‘Smooth’ Zyn was described as ‘an unflavoured experience for pure nicotine enjoyment.’ ‘Chill’ Zyn was described as ‘a refreshing unflavoured nicotine experience’ (figure 2). Both are labelled ‘unflavoured’, which raises a question as to what constitutes a flavoured or unflavoured tobacco or … 
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