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Background
Aotearoa New Zealand (NZ) is a country with a tobacco endgame plan that includes denicotinisation of tobacco.1 2 Because of concerns these measures could increase tobacco smuggling, we aimed to provide new baseline data on such smuggling. We studied littered tobacco packs during a ‘natural experiment’ when no international tourists and relatively few NZ travellers arrived due to COVID-19-related border controls (eg, typically requiring 2 weeks of facility-based quarantine for NZ citizens only). That is, we assumed that during this period, the proportion of littered packs which were foreign was likely to reflect levels of smuggling. Evidence suggests tobacco smuggling into NZ occurs mainly via shipping containers, the postal system and international airline staff.3–5


Methods
Collection of tobacco packaging litter by all the authors through convenience sampling while on routine travel around the country, supplemented with purposeful sampling in key cities and major ports. Further details on methods, results and discussion are available in the online supplemental file.



  




Supplemental material

[tc-2022-057603supp001.pdf]



Results
A total of 1590 tobacco packs was collected between May 2021 and April 2022. Packs came from … 
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