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Obituary

Tim Stone

| On 23 November 1996, many of us,
I worldwide, were transfixed by the story and
3 film footage of a hijacked Ethiopian Airlines jet
1 crashing into the sea near the Cormoros
'i Islands. The horror of such a flight became
I much more real for many of us when we

learned that Tim Stone was among those killed
in that crash.

Tim was the executive director of PATH
Canada (Program for Appropriate Technology
in Health) for the past three years. Through
that organisation, and indeed throughout his
adult life, Tim sought to do what he could to
reduce unnecessary suffering and death. This
work included initiatives on malaria control,
micronutrient deficiencies, HIV testing and the
elimination of anti-personnel mines. For the
past three years it also included work to coun-
ter the ravages of tobacco in the developing
world.

Tim, like so many of us, was horrified by the
fact that tobacco companies are making outra-
geous profits through the sale of a deadly prod-
uct. He was particularly appalled by what was
happening in poor countries in Africa and
Asia, areas where Tim had lived and worked
for extended periods of time. His strong inter-
est in Indochina, for instance, led to several
efforts to facilitate tobacco control efforts. In
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and Burma per
capita incomes are still very low, poverty is a
very real problem, but tobacco advertising is
proliferating and large shares of household
income are going to purchase foreign
cigarettes. The double insanity of tobacco's
health effects, and the economic effects of its
use encouraged Tim to look for solutions.

As part of that effort Tim travelled to Cam-
bodia (where he and his wife had lived as aid
workers in the 1980s) to talk to health
advocates. He organised, and obtained funding
for, a regional workshop to coincide with the
Asian Pacific Association for the Control of
Tobacco (APACT) meeting in Thailand in
1995. He worked on a situation analysis and
policy study of tobacco in Vietnam, and
presented the policy analysis at the 1996
conference of the Canadian Society for
International Health. He wrote proposals to
develop materials and encourage tobacco con-
trol advocacy in Vietnam, and to develop
computer-based technology to assist tobacco
control advocates all over Asia (the former has

now been approved for funding by the Interna-
tional Development Research Centre, although
he never heard the news).

Although Tim was often frustrated by the
difficulties of finding funding and of making
inroads with governments often not yet aware
that tobacco is a losing proposition, he had a
strong belief in his work. He always found ways
to make things happen and never lost hope
while searching for other cost-effective
interventions. His knowledge of other health
issues, and his determination to help solve
some of humanity's biggest, but eminently
controllable, problems was of great assistance
to tobacco control efforts.

As the bright and determined son of an
ambassador, Tim could have succeeded at any
of a large number of careers. It is a credit co
Tim's depth as a person and concern for
people that he chose to battle for the health and
wellbeing of the children, the sick, and the poor
with whom we share this planet. He knew that
the solutions to many of our most horrific
problems were often already known, and
relatively inexpensive, but were not happening
due to a lack of knowledge, coordination) or
political will. He sought to make the changes
that will leave the world a better place.

When Tim's public health work in Ethiopia
caused him to change his flight to Nairobi, he
ended up on the hijacked aircraft. He sRs
doing what he believed in and, at the age of 42,
he died with so much left to do. He leave
behind much unfinished work. The loss $!

by all who knew Tim is deep and lasting. 0^
sorrow is all the greater in knowing that Tin*
leaves behind his wife Jean, 6-yeat-o®
daughter Clare, and 3-year-old son David.

Tim was an inspiration to many of us. &
quietly and effectively went about a ve"
serious business. His vision continues to &>'
vate us, profoundly, as we miss his humane
humility, and sense of humour. His wofs
live on in the work that PATH Canada coflj*
ues to do in child survival, malaria con
rnicronutrients, and tobacco control.
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