
Table 1: Participant characteristics 

Characteristics FGD 1 FGD 2 FGD 3 FGD 4 FGD 5 

Type of Participants POS vendors  Exclusive 

Naswar sellers 

POS 

vendors 

Exclusive 

Naswar sellers 

Exclusive 

Naswar sellers 

Location Peshawar Peshawar Bannu Bannu Mardan 

No of Participants 8* 8 8 8 6 

Age-mean (range)   39.3(29-49) 34.1(28-40) 28(21-36) 39.6(28-51) 44.1(37-58) 

Married 7 7 5 8 6 

Level of 

education 

No formal 

education 

1 5 0 3 3 

Primary 

education 

4 2 4 4 3 

Secondary 

and above  

3 1 4 1 0 

Years in business-

mean (range) 

15.3(8-26) 14.8(11-20) 8.5(4-14) 20.1(9-30) 22(18-32) 

*this group initially had nine participants, but one participant left after 18 minutes of the FGD. His responses up to 

leaving are included in the data. 

 

Table 2: Conflicting views between exclusive sellers and point-of-sale vendors 

Issue  Views of POS vendors Views of exclusive sellers 

Increase in taxes “We don’t have any concern 

regarding this issue, as tax is [only] 

imposed on dealers of Naswar.” 

“We have our unions and will 

take up with them that taxes 

have been increased and 

prices are the same, then why 

are we bearing these 

hardships.” 

Health warnings on 

packages 

“The cigarette pack has a unique 

pictorial warning. When the seller 

gives that pack to customer, he 

turns around his face for a while 

and then takes it with 

unpleasantness. So the presence of 

any written or pictorial warning on 

Naswar pack may work.” 

“You print a warning that 
Naswar will kill you, still 

people who are addicted will 

use it.” 

Perceptions of health 

risks from product 

“Harmful chemicals and elevated 
amount of certain ingredients 

should be controlled.” 

“People usually drink soda 

like Pepsi, Coke etc. after 

heavy meal, but we use 
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Naswar after meal. These 

sodas are more harmful than 

Naswar.” 

Alternative business 

models  

Views of large exclusive Naswar 

business 

Views of smaller exclusive 

Naswar business 

 “I would like to extend my business 

wherever I go even if I go to 

America I would like to have a 

business of Naswar over there.” 

“We cannot push our children 
in to these hardships, 

difficulties and afflictions.” 
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